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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 - 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Witek 

et al (U.S.6, 253,188). 

♦ As per claim 1,13, 25, 37, 47, 

Witek et al discloses a method of organizing data within a searchable database 
comprising: 

- "Generating a directory tree structure, therein the directory tree structure includes 
nodes comprising a designated category for each node and branches comprising 
links between the nodes"" See Fig. 4, col. 1 1 , lines 20 - 25, col. 1 8, lines 1 - 32. 
Each category corresponds to a node. All nodes are linked together. 
"Generating one or more pointers, wherein each pointer corresponds to a 
specific node and the pointer links the specific node to an item of data" See Fig. 
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- "Each pointer is categorized by a navigation path through the directory tree 
structure and by one or more set parameters, wherein the parameters are 
specific to the node" See col. 17, lines 15-19, col. 48, lines 62 - 67. Witek 
teaches that: "Web sites and associated pages are prepared with HTML and 
include "links" to other locations and resources on the Web, the links being the 
features which enables a user, as noted, to "navigate" from one point or 
information resource to another, thereby, providing the Web with its dynamic 
character (col. 23, lines 1 1 - 22.) Therefore, the link is used as pointer to access 
to the resource. Witek discloses a method to category documents by identifying 
the parameters and associated values (col. 50, lines 56 - 67). Based on these 
values, the document is assigned to a category, and created link to the 
document. 

- " Each parameter is set with a corresponding value associated with the data item 
thereby forming a set parameter" see Fig. 3, col. 15, lines 25 - 26, col. 51, lines 1 
-11. 

♦ As per claim 2, 14, 26, 38, 

- " Each node within the directory tree structure includes a corresponding html 
address" Witek teaches that: "Web sites and associated pages are prepared with 
HTML and include "links" to other locations and resources on the Web, the links 
being the features which enables a user, as noted, to "navigate" from one point 
or information resource to another, thereby, providing the Web with its dynamic 
character (col. 23, lines 1 1 - 22.) 
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♦ As per claim 3, 8, 15, 20, 27, 32, 39, 44, 48, 

- "The item of data is web-based multimedia including one or more 
audio... formatted text" See Fig. 4, 10. 

♦ As per claim 4 - 5,1 6 - 1 7, 28 - 29, 40 - 41 , Witek discloses: 

- "Navigating the directory tree structure and selecting a corresponding pointer to 
access a particular item of data within the searchable database" See Fig. 8-10. 
A user can specify the resource by selecting a category and set up one or more 
set parameters as shown in Fig. 10. In other words, the data item is accessed by 
a navigation path and parameters set. 

- " Navigating the directory tree structure. . . are performed utilizing a selective one 
or more search methodologies" " A dichotomous key search" See Fig. 3, element 
70, col. 16, lines 27 - 50, Fig. 10, element 144 - 146. As defined in the 
Specification a "dichotomous key search" is used to instruct users given in an 
answer or question dialog, often yes or no answer (Specification, page 18, lines 6 
- 8). In fig. 10, Witek also gives the users the options of answer questions by 
checking the boxes. Therefore, this search option is corresponding to the 
"dichotomous key search". " A parametric search" See Fig. 10, elements 154, 
158, 160, 142, col. 30, lines 10-29. 

♦ As per claim 6, 18, 30, 42, Witek discloses: 

- "Nodes within the directory tree structure are added, edited, or deleted" See col. 
50, lines 4 -15 of Witek. 

♦ As per claim 7, 19, 31, 43, Witek discloses: 
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- "Links and pointers within the directory tree structure are added, redirected, or 
deleted" See col. 50, lines 4 - 15 of Witek. 

♦ As per claim 9, 21 , 33, 45, Witek discloses: 

- "The searchable database is distributed into more than one physical location" 
See Fig. 1 , element 20, col. 9, lines 53 - col. 1 0, lines 5, col. 25, lines 37 - 44 of 
Witek. 

♦ As per claim 10 - 12, 22 - 24, 34 - 36, 46, Witek discloses: 

- "Generating a directory tree structure and generating one or more pointers are 
performed by a server" " See Fig. 1, 5A, col. 25, lines 13-33 of Witek. 

- "Establishing an Internet connection with the server", and "The Internet 
connection is established with a computer system at a remote location from the 
server" See Fig. 5a, element 14, 24, col. 21 , lines 15-20 of Witek. 

♦ As per claim 49 - 50, 

Claims 49 - 50 are rejected based on the rejection of claims 1-12 above. 

Response to Arguments 
3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 - 50 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

- Monberg et al (U.S. 6,523,021 ) discloses a business directory search engine. 
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- Vanderpool et al (U.S. 5,781 ,773) discloses a method for transforming and 
storing data for search and display and a searching system utilized therewith. 
2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CamLinh Nguyen whose telephone number is 305-1951 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8:00 am to 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic, can be reached on (703) 308- 1436. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 305-3900. 

Cam-Linn Nguyen 

Art Unit 21 71 r 
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